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 About Cover Art 
 
The cover illustration was created by Tracy Liu, the undergradaute Art Editor of Alpenglow.  
The image represents the concept of sustainability as the growth and maintenance of future 
communities and the environment. Each raindrop represents a form of academic and creative 
study. Just as rain is necessary for the development of life on Earth, research and creative activity 
are essential to nurturing sustainability.  The height and strength of the buildings symbolize the 
possibilities created and fostered by undergraduate research and creative activity.  
“This illustration was inspired by the cycle of the seasons and human ingenuity because like 
flowers, cities grow and bloom as well.”- Tracy Liu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Naming the Journal 
The name of the journal was selected as a winning entry from the Name the Journal Competition 
hosted by the Undergraduate Research Center.  The name was suggested by Donovan Borger, an 
undergraduate student.  Here is the explanation for the name in his words: 
"Alpenglow, etymologically from the German Alpenglühen which translates to Alps-glow, 
describes the event occurring before sunrise or following sunset when light from the sub-horizon 
sun reflects off of water or ice low in the atmosphere. The reflecting light can create a rosy band 
along mountain ranges, the peaks aglow while all else is umbra. As a pre-sunrise event 
alpenglow parallels the work found in this journal in that both precede greater things. The sun 
will soon follow its glowing band. Research and creativity of greater magnitude will follow the 
work found here. As a post-sunset event alpenglow parallels the work in this journal by acting as 
a reflection of what has already come. The sun completed its path across the sky. The work here 
evidences the progress that its contributors have made as students, as intellectuals, and as 
people working within society and with each other. The journal exists, then, to allow us to reflect 
on and contemplate ourselves through the lens of our work, a glowing band of light upon the 
highest peaks." 
 
Donovan Borger, Name the Journal Competition Winner 
Donovan Borger is an English major with a 
concentration in creative writing and global culture. 
He is in his senior year, and will be writing his first 
novel for his Honors Thesis in the spring semester of 
2015. He is involved with Binghamton’s Slam Poetry 
Club and the development and execution of Arts 
Awakening, a tentative title for the arts festival 
scheduled for the spring of 2015. After graduating 
from Binghamton, Donovan will either spend a year at 
University College Cork in Cork, Ireland to earn his 
Master’s degree in creative writing under a Fulbright 
Scholarship or he will work for a year or more before 
returning to a college or university in the United States 
to earn a Master of Fine Arts degree in creative 
writing. If the latter were the case, he will spend the 
liminal period between degrees by developing his 
skills as a reader and writer. He may also make a foray into short filmmaking and/or comics 
authorship. 
